Language Arts Syllabus

Coral Team:  Grade 6, 2010-2011
“The worth of a book is to be measured by what you can carry away from it.”  -James Bryce

Instructor:
Mackenzie Korhn

Phone:

978-562-6210

Email:

mkorhn@hudson.k12.ma.us 


Extra Help:
Wednesdays, 2:30-3:00 pm

This is a brief overview of 6th grade language arts on the Coral Team.  While these activities form the framework of the course, additional assignments (creative writing, MCAS prep, Friday Reflections, portfolio work, poetry, general homework) are given on a regular basis throughout the year.

	Summer Reading

(Revealers, Choice Book)


	Building effective paragraphs, group discussion, character traits, note taking, Public speaking skills

	Elements of Literature

(selected short stories, Indigo)


	General reading comprehension skills and strategies, study and application of literary terms and figurative language, open response writing

	Analytical Writing
	Writing critically about literary symbolism using Alice Hoffman’s Indigo


	Whole Class Novel(s)

(Bamboo Grove)


	Practice and application of reading skills and strategies

	Expository Writing
	Using expository writing strategies to explain, define or describe a subject



	Persuasive Writing
	Taking a position on a controversial issue relevant to middle-school age students; General comprehension of fiction and non-fiction sources


Additional Areas of Study

Independent Reading:
Projects will be due every 6-8 weeks; Students should read approximately 20 minutes each day.  Please see your child’s Independent Reading Project Book for details.

Grammar, Usage, and
Parts of Speech, Editing Skills, Word Usage and Spelling,

Mechanics:
Sentence Building Skills.  Please see your child’s Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Booklet and Daily Oral Language exercises for details.

Vocabulary:
Unit/story/novel specific

	Full Credit

(2,   )
	· Work is complete and on time

· Work shows student’s full effort, is organized, and neat

· All directions have been followed

	½ Credit

(1,    )
	· Work is complete but one day late

· Works shows effort but may be sloppy

· Most directions were not followed

	No Credit

(0,0)
	· Work is not completed

· Work may be more than one day late

· Directions were not followed


